
  
 

 

CABINET – TUESDAY 18 MARCH 2025 
 

ORDER PAPER 
 

ITEM DETAILS 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

 Mr. N. J. Rushton CC, Mrs. L. Richardson CC 

 
1.  MINUTES (Pages 5 - 22) 

 
 Proposed motion 

 

 That the minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 2025 be taken as read, 
confirmed, and signed.  

 
2.  URGENT ITEMS 

 

 
 

None. 
  

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members of the Cabinet are asked to declare any interests in the business to be 

discussed. 
 

4.  ENGLISH DEVOLUTION WHITE PAPER: LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
REORGANISATION (Pages 23 - 66) 
 

 • The Scrutiny Commission considered a report regarding the proposed content of 
the interim plan at its meeting on 10 March 2025 and its comments are attached 

to this Order Paper, marked “4”.   
 

 Proposed motion 

 
 a) That the outcome of the early engagement undertaken on the proposals for 

local government reorganisation including the comments of the Scrutiny 
Commission be noted; 

 

b) That the outline of the interim plan be approved for submission to the 
Government by the deadline of 21 March 2025;  

 
c) That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the Acting Leader, the 

Director of Corporate Resources and Director of Law and Governance, be 

authorised to finalise the interim plan for submission to the Government 
provided that these do not change the underlying principles as presented in 

the report. 
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5.    ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT 2025/26 HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND WORKS PROGRAMME 
(Pages 67 - 110)  

 
 • The Highways and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered a 

report at its meeting on 6 March 2025 and its comments are attached to this 
Order Paper, marked “5”. 

 

 Proposed motion 
 

 a) That the comments of the Highways and Transport Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee be noted; 
 

b) That the acute financial context in which the 2025/26 Highways and 
Transportation Capital and Works Programmes (the Programmes) have been 

developed and will be delivered, as set out in Part B of the report be noted; 
 

c) That the Programmes be approved; 

 
d) That the Director of Environment and Transport be authorised, 

 
i. following consultation with the Director of Corporate Resources and the 

Cabinet Lead Members for Highways and Transportation and Corporate 

Resources, to prepare and submit bids, as appropriate, to secure 
external funding for delivery of schemes identified in the Programmes; 

 
ii. following consultation with the Director of Corporate Resources, the 

Director of Law and Governance and the Cabinet Lead Member for 

Corporate Resources, to enter such contracts as is necessary to 
progress schemes in the approved Programmes to allow early contractor 

involvement to take place in advance of all external funding required to 
deliver the scheme being secured, noting the challenges set out in 
paragraph 22 of the report; 

 
iii. following consultation with the Director of Corporate Resources, the 

Director of Law and Governance and the Cabinet Lead Member for 
Corporate Resources, to undertake preparatory work as considered 
appropriate to develop savings as set out in the Council’s Medium Term 

Financial Strategy and to ensure that further savings are implemented in 
a timely manner. 

 
6.  THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN UPDATED RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(ROWIP) 2025-2035  (Pages 111 - 120)  

 
 Proposed motion 

 
 a) That the intended approach to the development of an updated Rights of Way 

Improvement Plan (RoWIP) to cover the period from 2025 to 2035 be 

approved; 
 

b) That a 12-week public consultation exercise on a draft RoWIP 2025-2035, as 

set out in paragraphs 43 to 46 of the report be approved. 
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7.  LEICESTER, LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND SUICIDE PREVENTION 
STRATEGY 2024-2029 - OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION  (Pages 121 - 210)  
 

 
 

Proposed motion 

 a) That the outcome of the consultation on the draft Leicester, Leicestershire 
and Rutland Suicide Prevention Strategy 2024-2029, including the comments 
of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, be noted;  

 
b) That the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Suicide Prevention Strategy 

2024-2029 be approved. 
 

8.  PROPOSED SUBMISSION DRAFT (REGULATION 19) HARBOROUGH LOCAL 

PLAN 2020-2041 (Pages 211 - 248)  
 

 • With the agreement of the Chairman, Mr. P. King CC, Local Member for Market 
Harborough West and Foxton, will speak on this item. 
 

• Comments have been received from Dr. R. K. A. Feltham CC, Local Member for 
Gartree. These are attached to this Order Paper, marked “8”.   

 
 
 

Proposed motion 

 
 

a) That the County Council’s response to Harborough District Council’s Draft 
Local Plan consultation, set out in paragraphs 34 to 75 inclusive and the 

appendix to the report, be approved; 
 

b) That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the Cabinet Lead 

Member, be authorised to make any minor amendments to the consultation 
response prior to its submission to Harborough District Council by 6 May 

2025. 
 

9.  SECTION 106 POLICY AND CHARGING SCHEDULE FOR OFF-SITE AND 

SIGNIFICANT ON-SITE BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN  (Pages 249 - 264)  
 

 
 

Proposed motion 

 That the Section 106 Charging Policy and Schedule for off-site and significant on-

side Biodiversity Net Gain monitoring be approved for use by the County Council 
and its partners within the Biodiversity Net Gain partnership. 

 

10.  LIGHTBULB SERVICE BUSINESS CASE (Pages 265 - 306)  
 

 Proposed motion 
 

 a) That the comments of the Adults and Communities Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee be noted; 
 

b) That the latest position regarding the Lightbulb Business Case be noted; 
 

c) That the response from the district councils regarding the proposed transfer of 

the Minor Adaptations Service delivered by the Adults and Communities 
Department into the Lightbulb Service be noted; 
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d) That a further extension of the Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Blaby 

District Council for the continued delegation of statutory functions from the 

County Council to the Lightbulb Service be agreed. 
 

11.  LEICESTERSHIRE ADULT LEARNING SERVICE OFSTED INSPECTION 
FINDINGS (Pages 307 - 326) 
 

 Proposed motion 
 

 a) That the comments of the Adults and Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee be noted; 
 

b) That the findings from the Leicestershire’s Adult Learning Service Ofsted 
inspection which took place from 14 to 17 January 2025 be noted; 

 
c) That the actions set out in the Quality Improvement Plan to address and 

monitor specific areas identified for improvement be supported; 

 
d) That it be noted that a further report will be presented to the Adults and 

Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee outlining progress with the 
actions in the Quality Improvement Plan in due course. 

 

12.  MANAGEMENT OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL'S RURAL ESTATE (Pages 327 - 
336)  
 

 Proposed motion 
 

 a) That it be drawn to the attention of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council that  
 

i. the management and disposal of the County Council’s land holdings is in 

line with approved policies; and 
ii. the County Council’s Rural estate has grown in the last 10 years and that 

any land sold or acquired is for good reason; 

 
b) That it is regrettable that Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council did not seek to 

understand the position before tabling an uninformed notice of motion; 

 
c) That the County Council hopes that the enclosed report to the Cabinet will enable 

the Borough Council to have a proper understanding of the proactive 
management of the County Council’s rural estate and its benefits for the 

residents of Leicestershire. 

 

13.  PROPOSED EXPANSION OF AGE RANGE DESIGNATION FOR OAKFIELD 
SHORT STAY SCHOOL (Pages 337 - 342)  
 

 Proposed motion 
 

 a) That consultation on an age range change for Oakfield School, from solely 
primary age provision to a school for children aged 4 to 16 years be 
approved; 
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b) That the Director of Children and Family Services be authorised to approve 
the age range change for Oakfield School following the consultation subject to 

no significant issues/concerns having arisen. 
 

14.  DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS (Pages 343 - 344)  
 

 Proposed motion 

 
 That the County Council be recommended to hold meetings on the following 

dates during the next two municipal years:- 
 

Wednesday 14 May 2025 (Annual meeting) 

Wednesday 2 July 2025 
Wednesday 24 September 2025 
Wednesday 3 December 2025 

Wednesday 18 February 2026 (to consider the budget) 
Wednesday 13 May 2026 (Annual meeting) 

Wednesday 1 July 2026 
Wednesday 23 September 2026 
Wednesday 2 December 2026 

Wednesday 17 February 2027 (to consider the budget) 
Wednesday 12 May 2027 (Annual meeting). 
 

15.  ITEMS REFERRED FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 

 None. 
 

16.  ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN HAS DECIDED TO TAKE AS 

URGENT  
 

 None. 
 

17.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 
 Proposed motion 

 
 That under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded 

for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure 

of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 3 and 10 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A 
of the Act and that, in all circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining 

the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information: 
 

Exception to the Contract Procedure Rules to Provide Temporary Staff for ‘Hard to 

Fill Roles’ within the Environment and Transport Department. 
 
 
 

 Officer to contact 
 

Jenny Bailey 
Democratic Services  
Tel: (0116) 305 6225 

Email: jenny.bailey@leics.gov.uk   
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